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Holy, Holy, Holy

The phrase “Holy, holy, holy...” appears twice in our Bible, once in the 
book of Isaiah and once in the book of Revelation. 

In both instances the scene is the fiery, glorious, throne room of God.

This 3-fold repetition of the word “holy” is called the Trisagion, which 
means: thrice holy.

Trisagion (tree-SAH-gee-ahn) = Thrice Holy

Holy, holy, holy music

https://youtu.be/AgHrNNM23p8
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Holy, Holy, Holy

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. 

Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two 
he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was 
filled with smoke. 

And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

Isaiah’s Vision (Isaiah 6:1-5
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Holy, Holy, Holy

I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne... From 
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne 
were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God... 

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind... And the four living creatures... day and night they never cease to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated 
on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

John’s Vision (Revelation 4:1-11)
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God alone is holy in Himself. 

The word holy is used as a synonym for 
His deity and calls attention to all that 
God is. 

It reminds us that His love is holy love, 
His justice is holy justice, His mercy is 
holy mercy, His knowledge is holy 
knowledge, and His spirit is holy spirit. R. C. Sproul
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God’s holiness is a single perfection 
that would perhaps come closer to 
describing the eternal Creator than 
any characteristic He possesses. 

It is the union of all other attributes, 
as pure white light is the union of all 
the colored rays of the spectrum.

Harold L. Wilmington

Founder of Wilmington School 
of the Bible at Liberty University
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When the Holy God draws near in true 
revival, people come under terrible 
conviction of sin. The outstanding feature 
of spiritual awakening has been the 
profound consciousness of the Presence 
and holiness of God.

Henry Blackaby
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Moses, Moses! Do not come near. Take your sandals off your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.   (Exodus 3:4-5)
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God is holy means that He is 
absolutely separate from and 
exalted above all His creatures 
and creation, and He is entirely 
separate from all moral evil and 
sin.

Henry C. Thiessen
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If you think you can walk in holiness 
without keeping up perpetual 
fellowship with Christ, you have 
made a great mistake.

If you would be holy, you must live 
close to Jesus.

Charles Spurgeon
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It’s dangerous to assume that because a person 
is drawn to holiness in his study that he is 
thereby a holy man. There is irony here. I am 
sure that the reason I have a deep hunger to 
learn of the holiness of God is precisely because 
I am not holy. I am a profane man—a man who 
spends more time out of the temple than in it. 
But I have had just enough of a taste of the 
majesty of God to want more. I know what it 
means to be a forgiven man and what it means 
to be sent on a mission. My soul cries for more. 
My soul needs more. R. C. Sproul
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Warren Wiersbe in his book "Be Holy" 
relates the story of the worship leader 
who announced to the congregation, 
"We will stand and sing hymn 325, 
'Take Time To Be Holy'. We will sing 
verses 1 and 4.”

Imagine a Christian congregation 
singing “Take Time to Be Holy” and not 
even taking time (less than 4 minutes) 
to sing the entire song!

Warren Wiersbe


